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A race is a grouping of humans based on shared physical or social qualities into categories generally viewed
as distinct by society. First used to refer to speakers of a common language and then to denote national
affiliations, by the 17th century the term race began to refer to physical (phenotypical) traits.Modern
scholarship regards race as a social construct, that is, a symbolic identity ...
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Hippocrates of Kos believed, as many thinkers throughout early history did, that factors such as geography
and climate played a significant role in the physical appearance of different peoples. He writes, "the forms
and dispositions of mankind correspond with the nature of the country". He attributed physical and
temperamental differences among different peoples to environmental factors such ...
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